
migrant workers
The next generation of
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One more serving of hot meal,  
 One more sign of caring.

 Winnie Lai

According to our understanding, after working in the cities, many migrant 
workers decide to stay there for good, and they will even bring along 

their family. Their next generation can be categorised into the following three 
groups:

1. They migrated from the villages to the cities with their parents when they 
were young, and some were even born in the urban area;

2. They stayed behind at the village when they were young, but they later 
went to the city for primary school and reunited with their parents;

3. They go to the city and the village back and forth. They might grow up in 
the village, and study in the city. Yet due to hukou or economic constraints, 
they return to the village once they reach secondary school.

The next generation of migrant workers experience a lot of stress and struggles. 
As their parents have to work long hours, they do not spend much time together. 
We came across a primary school kid, and he told us, in an it-doesn’t-really-
matter fashion, that he was alone every day he opened his eyes. Yet when we 
enquired how he got the wound on his forehead, he could not take it any more 
and burst into tears.

Apart from that, they also face the pressure from their parents, as some migrant 
workers have always placed high expectations on their children. In reality, 
among the junior secondary students with whom we came into contact, they 
would stay at school for tutorials on Saturdays, and they would either read 
or study once they had spare time, rather than joining other extra-curricular 
activities. The main reason is that they do not want to tread the same old 
path as their parents. This second generation is not satisfied being treated as 
passers-by or outsiders of the city. They want to be a city dweller, and to be 
part of them.

Optical inspection army!
Our sincere gratitude to V Care Outreach, 

who formed a 14-people volunteer 
team and went to 3 schools for migrant 
workers’ children during 3-6 May for optical 
inspection and a seminar. We are going to 
get eyeglasses for children who need them, 
and we hope that their myopic condition will 
not affect their studies.

Act Now
In support of Little One Poverty Relief Ltd:

  I wish to donate $1500 to support a student lunch fee for  
  1 year (I will support       no. of students)
 I wish to give to support food parcel:

   HK$2,000  HK$1,000  HK$500  HK$     
 I want to make a one-off donation of 

   HK$2,000  HK$1,000  HK$500  HK$     

Donation Method
  Crossed cheque:  
 Payable to "Little Ones  
 Poverty Relief Ltd"
  Direct debit to our bank:  
 HSBC: 004-614-036200838 
 Bank of China:  
 012-735-1-028074-1

Donor information (Please write in Block Letter)
Name (Mr/Miss/Mrs): Surname             First Name             
Name in Chinese:                 Email Address           
Address:                     Tel:                
Signature:                      Date:               
Please return the completed form and enclose the original copy of bank-in slip/crossed cheque to  
the Account Dept. of Little Ones Poverty Relief Ltd (Mailing Address: Little Ones Poverty Relief Ltd,  
P O Box 11163, General Post Office, Hong Kong)

However, the city does not provide many opportunities for them. Most of them live in a small 
community. Other than going to school, they almost never leave the community. Being unable to 
integrate into the urban society on the one hand, and unable to revert to the rural lifestyle on the 
other hand, they doubt their identity. If they cannot find their identity, they become wanderers who 
feel immensely lost about their future.

Little Ones hope to express care and help to build confidence in these children through various 
means of contact. Through our actions, we will prove that society has not abandoned them.
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Self-Reflection

1. After the visit, I came to better understand their 

situation and have a more concrete idea of their 

needs.

2. During our preparation and training workshop, I was 

excited to learn about how to handle unpredictable 

and uncontrollable situations with the grace of God. 

I also understood that we had to prepare more.

3. I came to understand the work of Little Ones 

in Mainland China after the trip, including 

the difficulties faced by the volunteers. The 

interpersonal issues were more complicated that I 

had expected.
Jammie

The circumstances of the poor children
With insufficient resources, these children are not able to learn new things.As their parents are not well-educated, their parenting methods are not without flaws.

Veneece

The circumstances of the 

poor children

Even though this was not my first visit, 

these kids showed changes every time. We 

taught them how to “focus” on their studies. 

We saw that they had improved and become 

more disciplined than before.

Edith

Self-reflection

The left-behind children in China need to 

receive broader concerns: not only in terms 

of materialistic possession, but also in 

terms of education and spiritual nurturing.

Lai Peng

New discovery
Children are sensitive, and they are genuine in treating others, desiring for the care and companionship of parents and friends. I used to think that kids were ignorant, but they were even more afraid of loneliness than adults.

Joe

New discovery
I know that I couldn’t change much, and I even couldn’t change much 

about myself, but I know that we can put our heart into what we are 

doing. I can’t say that I can do this and that for the kids. Maybe I was 

just doing it for myself: I saw in them sheer happiness, and myself as a 

child. Rather than saying that I was helping them, I was helping myself: 

helping myself to put down, move forward, and grow up. I learnt how 

about gratitude, and I think voluntary work is a good deed that brings a 

win-win situation.
Ah Nam

Seven Hong Kong volunteers visited 
Wuhan City with Little Ones during 

18-21 April. We organised a day camp 
that lasted for two days, serving over 
80 children. Among them were a few 
volunteers who joined a mainland service 
project for the first time, and they had 
various responses after the trip.
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